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ABSTRACT : Women constitute a major task force in agricultural operations in India. Therefore,
it becomes necessary to study the ergonomics of women operators involved in weeding. Weeding
is a main drudgery prone activity mostly performed by farm women and to resolve this problem
Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Banavasi conducted front line demonstrations on the performance of
improved weeder that is three tyne wheel hoe in reducing drudgery among women engaged in
weeding activity in vegetable crops. Twenty farm women were selected randomly for the study.
The results showed that the overall discomfort rate of hand hoe and three tyne wheel hoe was 8.1
and 4.7 (Table 4) i.e. more than moderate and light discomfort, respectively. Musculo-skeletal
problems were decreased with improved weeding tool induced moderate to light discomfort/pain
in shoulders, hands and arms compare to traditional method. Moderate drudgery index score of 53
per cent was recorded compare to traditional practice 72 per cent recorded as maximum. In the
recommended weeding practice i.e. with three tyne wheel hoe, the same amount of work could be
done in almost half of the time and work efficiency was increased by 93.3 per cent than normal
weeding. Improved technologies for weeding activity for farm women is recommended so they can
increase their efficiency, reduce the drudgery with time saving while performing weeding activity.
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